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Letters to the Next President 2.0 Gives Voice to Teens’ Opinions in Election

Newly launched publishing site from KQED and National Writing Project provides platform for
teens to share their insights on issues that matter to them during this year’s election

San Francisco (PRWEB) August 30, 2016 -- Teens may not yet be able to vote, but that doesn’t mean they
don’t have something to say about election issues. As students head back to school amidst a particularly intense
fall election season, educators across the nation have come together to launch the online publishing site, Letters
to the Next President 2.0 (L2P 2.0).

An initiative that empowers young people (13 – 18) to research, write and make media letters, L2P 2.0 gives
voice to the opinions on issues that matter to youth in the coming election. Jointly hosted by PBS member
station KQED and the National Writing Project, L2P 2.0 is a massive publishing project that will eventually
publish thousands of letters. With the opening of the school year, teens’ submissions have already begun to
appear online at www.letters2president.org.

“Candidates and media are concentrating on issues that matter to voters in this election season,” said Ellen
Coplan Holderman, KQED Education’s communications and engagement manager. “Students and teachers in
our nation’s schools are concentrating on issues that matter to the next generation of voters. We support
American schools’ mission to engage youth in civic participation and responsibility, and L2P 2.0 gives teens an
important, safe platform to voice their opinions and ideas.”

Each letter appears alongside thousands of others from youth around the United States, highlighting a
remarkable diversity of ideas and perspectives. From immigration policy to the environment, education to
health care, young people have a space to share their perspectives with peers and a global community of
interested followers. Educators or adult mentors create accounts on the L2P 2.0 website and then invite their
students to register and begin crafting letters in written or multimedia formats.

“Letters to the Next President 2.0 has been developed by educators who understand that civic engagement is
valuable in its own right,” said Elyse Eidman-Aadahl, executive director of the National Writing Project.
“When we give students a platform to speak out on issues, we provide them with a powerful and authentic
purpose for learning, writing and media making. The initiative provides a wealth of resources and support for
educators, in school and beyond, and thanks to the power and reach of digital publishing, it provides the nation
with a real-time window to what teens care about.”

This publishing website will stay open for student submissions through November 8, and all published letters
are available to the public now through the new president’s first 100 days in office in early 2017.

About L2P 2.0

Originally created as Letters to the Next President by the National Writing Project with support from Google
Docs during the 2008 U.S. presidential election, L2P 2.0 is hosted by the National Writing Project and KQED,
and supported by a growing list of public media and other partners including Teaching Channel, Afterschool
Alliance, Bay Area Video Coalition, Educator Innovator, Hypothes.is, The LAMP, Literacy Design
Collaborative, Mikva Challenge, National Speech & Debate Association/National Forensic League, The
Learning Network of The New York Times, PBS Education, PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs, Student
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Voice, Youth Radio, Youth Voices, Mozilla, We the Voters and Fusion. To follow news about L2P 2.0, follow
@2nextprez on Twitter or sign up for updates at letters2president.org.

About KQED

KQED serves the people of Northern California with a public-supported alternative to commercial media. An
NPR and PBS affiliate based in San Francisco, KQED is home to one of the most listened-to public radio
stations in the nation, one of the highest-rated public television services and an award-winning education
program helping students and educators thrive in 21st-century classrooms. A trusted news source and leader
and innovator in interactive technology, KQED takes people of all ages on journeys of exploration – exposing
them to new people, places and ideas.
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Contact Information
Quinn Buchanan
C. Blohm & Associates
http://www.cblohm.com/
+1 (608) 216-7300 Ext: 21

Ellen Coplan Holderman
KQED
415-553-3335

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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