
Dear ESL Teachers: 

I have been teaching at UNI for eight years now, and it’s hard for me to express how 
proud I am to be a part of educating ESL teachers.  I often hear the stories of the differences you 
are making in people’s lives, both here in the U.S. as you reach out to our K-12 
immigrant/refugee population in the public schools as well as those of you whose wanderlust has 
taken you to different corners of the globe, seeking adventure as you instill the values of cultural 
empathy and global consciousness raising through the teaching of English.  In both of these 
roles, you are making a positive difference in the lives of the learners you touch.  I am contacting 
you because I want to tell your stories….I want people to know how you are transforming the 
lives of immigrants and people around the world through your teaching and nurturing.  

What you do daily goes beyond teaching your learners how to conjugate the verb “to be.”  
Most of us do not feel the call to teaching because we love lesson planning and grading papers.  
We feel compelled to make our corner of the world just a bit more compassionate by showing 
our humanity.  With this in mind, I am asking you to tell me your story.  Tell me about an 
instance in your teaching career where you have made an impact, either on a personal level with 
an  immigrant and/or refugee or on a more global plane where you have been influential in an 
individual’s life in raising global cultural consciousness. I want to inspire people with the 
experiences of ESL educators. 

Your stories, together with others, will be combined and made into a book manuscript 
and submitted for publication.  Your participation is voluntary.  Your experiences are unique to 
you, so your sharing is vital.  All names mentioned, as well as your own, will be pseudonyms, 
but some identifying information like the country or locale may surface in the telling of your 
story.  This will be within your control.  There are no foreseeable risks to you as an author of 
your story, nor are there any direct benefits beyond having your inspiring story told.   

If interested in contributing, please email me your story at tammy.gregersen@uni.edu or 
send them to me at:  Tammy Gregersen, University of Northern Iowa, Department of English 
Language and Literature, Baker 106, Cedar Falls, IA, 50613.  Once I have a considerable number 
of stories, I will sequence them and edit them as necessary. Please include instruction concerning 
how I can get in touch with you in case at this point in the procedures, I need further details.  

If you have any questions about your participation, please contact me at (319) 273-2729 
or by e-mail at tammy.gregersen@uni.edu. If I am not available when you call, please leave a 
message and I will call back. If you have questions about your rights as a contributor in this 
project, please contact the Institutional Review Board (IRB) Human Protections Administrator at 
(319) 273-6148 or by e-mail at anita.gordon@uni.edu. 

Thanks so much for considering my plea! I greatly appreciate your cooperation.  Let me 
know if you have any questions!  TAMMY 
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